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2022 Book Club Selections

January: The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate Historical Fiction

Lisa Wingate brings to life stories from actual "Lost Friends" advertisements that appeared in Southern
newspapers after the Civil War, as freed slaves desperately searched for loved ones who had been sold off.
February: The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman Mystery
In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss unsolved
crimes; together they call themselves The Thursday Murder Club. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be
pushing eighty but they still have a few tricks up their sleeves. When a local developer is found dead with a
mysterious photograph left next to the body, the Thursday Murder Club suddenly find themselves in the
middle of their first live case. As the bodies begin to pile up, can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the
killer, before it’s too late?
March: The Widow of the South by Robert Hicks Historical Fiction
Tennessee, 1864. On a late autumn day, near a little town called Franklin, 10,000 men will soon lie dead or dying in
a battle that will change many lives forever. None will be more changed than Carrie McGavock, who finds her home
taken over by the Confederate army and turned into a field hospital. Taking charge, she finds the courage to face
up to the horrors around her and, in doing so, finds a cause. Out on the battlefield, a tired young Southern soldier
drops his guns and charges forward into Yankee territory, holding only the flag of his company's colors. He survives
and is brought to the hospital. Carrie recognizes something in him - a willingness to die - and decides on that day,
in her house, she will not let him.

April: A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler Fiction
The Whitshanks are one of those families that radiate togetherness: an indefinable, enviable kind of
specialness. But they are also like all families, in that the stories they tell themselves reveal only part of the
picture. Abby and Red and their four grown children have accumulated not only tender moments, laughter,
and celebrations, but also jealousies, disappointments, and carefully guarded secrets. From Red's father and
mother, newly-arrived in Baltimore in the 1920s, to Abby and Red's grandchildren carrying the family legacy
boisterously into the twenty-first century, here are four generations of Whitshanks, their lives unfolding in and
around the sprawling, lovingly worn Baltimore house that has always been their anchor.
May: Midnight Assassin: A Murder in America’s Heartland by Patrician L. Bryan and Thomas Wolf Nonfiction,
True Crime One Book, One Sioux County 2022 Selection
In 1900, Margaret Hossack, the wife of a prominent Iowa farmer, was arrested for bludgeoning her husband to
death with an ax while their children slept upstairs. The community was outraged: How could a woman commit
such an act of violence? Or perhaps the story she told was true—that an intruder broke into the house, killed her
husband while she slept soundly beside him, and was still on the loose. Newspapers across the country carried the
story, and community sentiment was divided over her guilt. At trial, Margaret was convicted of murder, but later
was released on appeal. Ultimately, neither her innocence nor her guilt was ever proved. Patricia Bryan and Thomas
Wolf examine the harsh realities of farm life at the turn of the century and look at the plight of women—legally,
socially, and politically—during that period.

June: The Happy Camper by Melody Carlson Christian Fiction
Home is the place to heal, right? At least, that's what Dillon Michaels is hoping as she leaves her disappointing
career and nonstarter love life behind to help her grieving and aging grandfather on his small Oregon farm.
The only problem? Her eccentric mother beat her there and has taken over Dillon's old room. After a few
nights sleeping on a sagging sofa, Dillon is ready to give up, until she receives an unlikely gift--her
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grandfather's run-down vintage camp trailer, which she quickly resolves to restore with the help of Jordan
Atwood, the handsome owner of the local hardware store. But just when things are finally beginning to run
smoothly, Dillon's noncommittal ex-boyfriend shows up with roses . . . and a ring.
July: The Lost Apothecary by Sarah Penner Historical Fiction
A female apothecary secretly dispenses poisons to liberate women from the men who have wronged them—
setting three lives across centuries on a dangerous collision course. Rule #1: The poison must never be used
to harm another woman. Rule #2: The names of the murderer and her victim must be recorded in the
apothecary’s register.
August: The Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris Historical Fiction
In the waning days of the Civil War, brothers Prentiss and Landry—freed by the Emancipation Proclamation—
seek refuge on the homestead of George Walker and his wife, Isabelle. The Walkers, wracked by the loss of
their only son to the war, hire the brothers to work their farm, hoping through an unexpected friendship to
stanch their grief. Prentiss and Landry plan to save money for the journey north and a chance to reunite with
their mother. Parallel to their story runs a forbidden romance between two Confederate soldiers. The young
men, recently returned from the war to the town of Old Ox, hold their trysts in the woods. But when their
secret is discovered, the resulting chaos, including a murder, unleashes convulsive repercussions on the entire
community. In the aftermath of so much turmoil, it is Isabelle who emerges as an unlikely leader, proffering a
healing vision for the land and for the newly free citizens of Old Ox.
September: The Good Sister by Sally Hepworth Thriller
There's only been one time that Rose couldn't stop me from doing the wrong thing and that was a mistake
that will haunt me for the rest of my life. Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner with her twin
sister Rose three nights a week. And she avoids crowds, bright lights and loud noises as much as possible.
Fern has a carefully structured life and disrupting her routine can be...dangerous. When Rose discovers that
she cannot get pregnant, Fern sees her chance to pay her sister back for everything Rose has done for her.
Fern can have a baby for Rose. She just needs to find a father. Simple. Fern's mission will shake the
foundations of the life she has carefully built for herself and stir up dark secrets from the past.
October: The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah Historical Fiction
Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has broken the Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep
their land and their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the water is drying up, and dust threatens to bury them
all. The Dust Bowl era has arrived with a vengeance. In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli—like
so many of her neighbors—must make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go west, to
California, in search of a better life.
November: The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Historical Fiction
Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet has it all: her handsome police officer beau and a dream job
at the American Library in Paris. When the Nazis march into Paris, Odile stands to lose everything she holds
dear, including her beloved library. Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance with the best
weapons she has: books. But when the war finally ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of
unspeakable betrayal.
Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure in small-town Montana. Her interest is piqued
by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily uncovers more about her neighbor’s mysterious past, she finds that
they share a love of language, the same longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark
secret from the past connects them.

